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Facts about Double Stars

ation isual double stars by
sual measurement will yield the
separation, or angular distance, between the
two component stars in the sky and the
position angle. The position angle specifies
e direction in which the stars are
eparated and is defined as the bearin
om the brighter component to the fainter,
where north is 0°. In the measures of a
visual binary, the position angle will
hange progressively and the separation
etween the two stars will oscillate
ween maximum and minimum values.
otting the measures in the plane will
produce an ellipse. This is the apparent orbit,
the projection of the orbit of the two stars
onto the celestial sphere; the true orbit can
be computed from it. Although it is
expected that the majority of catalogued
visual doubles are visual binaries, orbits
have been computed for only a few
thousand of the over 100,000 known visual
double stars
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AL Double Star Program

 Double

roduce

inest
N

nsive apo
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ince a small re%ractor,
n reflector, or
assegrain will do
1l objects on this list
inally observed with
h refractor using
- veen 75X and 150X. Again,
- this program is meant to allow
- you to enjoy a different aspect
of our wonderful hobby, and
not to test your equipment.
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| ord v bservations, you should

include: object, date, time, power, seeing,
instrument, and a drawing of the double or
multiple system.

Yes, I said a drawing of the double star.
Now, before you panic, how hard is it to

raw two dots in the box provided, with the
ze of the dot indicating magnitude, and the
distance between the dots representing
separation?

Please show North and either East or West
our drawing. A part of this exercise is to
h celestial directions so the position
angles of the stars will be judged by your
denotation of the directions. I have given you
a line for a description, but this is o tiona?,
and not required. I have included this so that
if you are inspired b{l any one double star,
you can write your thoughts or feelings
down for later reference.
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